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PROJECT CHALLENGE
After choosing a location that interests you, make a 
plan about how to research it, specifically focusing 
on the senses, sight, hearing, smell, taste, feeling, 
and intuition. Visit the place three times and make ob-
servations. With those findings, make a collage. Find a 
problem to solve in the space and come up with three 
levels of sketches and models. Put all of this infor-
mation into a visual presentation.

KNowing the chosen location would be Clivner=field 
plaza, the mind map was honed in on the things that 
are relevant to it. This included what type of people 
visited the plaza, and how many of them are students. 
Important details to observe included the smells and 
overall vibe of the plaza, and what the culture is 
there, how people use the space. 

MIND-MAP



PHOTOS



Overall research for Baruch College’s plaza. This in-
cludes features like the hand-drawn map of the plaza 
itself, along with data from each visit. This includes 
charts about the types of people visiting, observa-
tional drawings, sounds and smells from the visits, 
and photos taken at the plaza. Additional pieces on 
the collage are the leaves from the trees and signage.

Layout ideation for the 
informational collage, 
to present the first-hand 
research collected at 
the site over three visits. 
All visits happened on the 
same day, and the same type 
of data was collected for 
each different time. 

COLLAGE FIRST ATTEMPT

COLLAGE FINAL



HAND-DRAWN MAP	
The map gave the viewer of the 
collage a rough idea of where 
everything was placed and how 
close things are to each other. 
despite not being 100% accurate, 
it gets the point across nicely. 
specifically to show the spac-
es to sit and the redundancy of 
all the garbage cans present.

The first vis-
it to the plaza 
ended up with a 
lot of informa-
tion, most of it 
being unusable 
in the project, 
but important to 
note. The lists in-
clude sounds and 
smells that were 
witnessed only 
during the noon 
time frame.

five in the after-
noon was the bus-
iest of the three 
visits, but even 
then, the stats 
are low and the 
su r r o u n d in g s 
matched those 
of the previous 
and future vis-
its.

THe map itself shows concrete 
benches, metal chairs, trees, 
etc. more importantly, it shows 
garbage/recycling as black and 
blue dots on the map, as well as 
limited lighting as open gold 
circles.



ANALYSIS OF OBSERVATIONS
The Plaza is somewhat crowded during Baruch College’s in-between 
times when students are out of class. Other than those times, it acts 
as a giant hallway for passersby to use to get from 3rd Ave. to Lexing-
ton Ave. or vice versa. The plaza itself has public access, but the gen-
eral public does not seem to use it, even when the Baruch students are 
not there. The solution is to add a symbol for the plaza to mark it as 
different than others while adding color and welcoming vibes will 
attract more non-students to use the plaza when the students don’t 
use it.

At the Plaza, there are many spaces to sit down. These areas are either 
concrete rectangular benches or steel chairs. The areas are sometimes 
have trees and lampposts. however, these spaces are not really being 
used. To change that, the plaza needs a defining feature to differenti-
ate it from other concrete plazas. That feature would be a Koi pool in 
the center, surrounded by much-needed grass. the pool includes real 
koi and sculptures of the fish. People could gather around the pool, 
where they would be able to sit on the edge and enjoy their time there 
with an attraction rather than just plain seating arrangements.

Clivner=Field Plaza is a part of the Baruch College campus. It takes up 

a block space, being on 25th street and in between 3rd Ave. and Lexing-

ton Ave. Overall, a lot of space is dedicated to seating on the edges of 

the plaza, leaving the center completely empty. The Koi pool would be 

in the center of the plaza, surrounded by an organically shaped patch 

of grass reaching out to the sides of the plaza. 

The General public has no need to stay at the plaza, which is why it 
stands nearly emptpy most times. to add that incentive to stay at the 
plaza without being a student would be to make the plaza interesting 
overall. Currently, the plaza is very gray, gloomy, and still. Adding 
color and movement to it with the Koi pool will bring people to stay. 
It adds a defining feature to the plaza, while not interrupting the 
school while it works. Additionally, the Koi pool would be surround-
ed by a patch of grass to add life to the plaza, while creating an obsta-
cle for bicycles, forcing them to dismount their bikes. 

By adding a Koi pool to the Plaza, its environment becomes more invit-
ing to passersby and locals to spend more of their time there. A patch of 
grass would need to be added, in an organic shape, allowing for more 
movement in the middle of the concrete box that is the plaza. in the 
grass patch, the Koi pool would be built and made to be self-sustaining 
with minimal work to maintain it. The pool would be tall enough for 
people to sit at the edge of the frame. Inside the pool, there would be 
the Koi along with statues of the Koi appearing to float at the water 
level, while being attached to the floor of the pool.

WHO

WHAT

WHERE

WHY

HOW



SKETCHES



The first Issue that was focused on 
was the exessiveness of garbage and 
recycling in the plaza. Positioning 
one garbage bin and one recycling 
bin in a unit with the streetlamps 
would lower the redundancy and 
make the plaza nicer to be in, rath-
er than being surrounded by trash.

SKETCH MODELS

Thinking about the obnoxious 
signs that warn bicycle riders to 
dismount, a softer redesign of the 
sign was made. THIS WOULD ALSO IM-
PROVE THE PLACEMENT OF THE SIGNS, AT 
THE ENDS OF THE PLAZA RATHER THAN 
MULTIPLE SIGNS REPEATING THROUGH-
OUT THE LENGTH OF IT.

ANOTHER REDESIGN OF THE DISMOUNT 
BIKES SIGN THAT STOOD OUT A LOT 
DUE TO ITS YELLOW COLORING WITH 
THE PLAIN BACKGROUND OF THE PLA-
ZA. THIS DESIGN WOULD BE SOFTER ON 
THE EYES AND MAKE THE PLAZA MORE 
PHOTOGRAPHABLE AND ENJOYABLE TO 
SPEND TIME IN.

FIRST IDEA OF A CENTRAL PIECE TO MAKE 
THE PLAZA MORE UNIQUE AND NOT JUST 
ANOTHER CONCRETE GARDEN. THIS 
ACTS AS PATCHES OF GRASS, WITH PEB-
BLES IN BETWEEN. THE GRASS WOULD 
NOT ONLY ADD COLOR AND LIFE TO THE 
PLAZA, BUT IT WOULD ALSO PREVENT BI-
CYCLES FROM SPEEDING THROUGH.

SECOND IDEA OF A CENTER PIECE IN THE 
PLAZA, THIS TIME INCLUDING A SELF SUS-
TAINING KOI FISH POOL, WHICH IS SUR-
ROUNDED BY AN ORGANICALLY SHAPED 
PATCH OF GRASS. THE KOI WOULD MAKE 
THE PLAZA MORE INVITING AND LIVELY, 
WHILE USING UP THE EMPTY SPACE IN 
THE CENTER MAKING IT A HALLWAY.
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REFLECTIONS
Overall, my process with this project was very natu-
ral. I oftentimes find myself planning ahead and fig-
uring things out from the beginning, but this proj-
ect had a very organic progression of research and 
problem solving. I would take away from this project 
the observation portions, where I went to the space to 
find out what the culture was and the vibes, while just 
observing and not bringing any assumtions i had from 
before. I realized, while looking back at my final col-
lage, that while all the information was there and the 
detail was sufficient, it could have better shown the 
feeling that someone gets when spending time at the 
plaza, rather than telling them how i felt through-
out the process. I do not think i would do this process 
differently if i had the chance to do it again. Instead i 
would like to choose a more personal location, rath-
er than a completely new one, as i did not feel connect-
ed to the idea that i have to fix something about the 
space i saw for the first time hours before. in general, 
i am satisfied with how this project came out and the 
ideas that were generated in the process. 


